Rector’s report – May 23, 2011
1. We took 15 people to be confirmed, received, or reaffirmed to CCC last Sat.

a. Confirmed: Jeremy Brown, Maddie Lee, and Susan Merchak

b. Received: Jenny Brown, Assad Merchak, Jane Oliver, Jackie Patterson, and Sandy Steinlage

c. Reaffirmed: Lynn Corning, Joe and Kay Fletcher, Colleen Hall, Nancy Helmer, Jeff Lee, and Michelle Magee

*A special thanks to The Fountains for providing their bus and driver.

2. The staff would like a central location for sign-up sheets.  Discussion included one physical location, an “Information Station”, and possibly putting all sign-ups online. 

3. I am recognizing the need to shift some of our office duties and have spoken with Janet and Janis about possible changes.  I would like to hire someone in July to fill Ruby’s hours. However I would like to shift that position to meet worship and clergy administrative needs and to also reduce these demands on Janet’s schedule. The Wilkins are currently helping with membership transfers, Rebecca Barger is helping with scheduling readers and chalice bearers, Kim Montgomery is helping with announcements on iMessages, bulletin inserts, and the Narthex monitor. I asked if they would perform these tasks for the summer and then evaluate where our overall needs are by Sept.

4. I am thinking about our congregation’s communication needs ranging from regular weekly and monthly items to long-term needs with the staff, vestry, committees, and general community. Therefore I am asking Janis to coordinate and consolidate all of our needs.  I would like to offer her the same pay with the exception of making her updated Letter of Agreement to be for 20 hrs. per week versus the 18 hrs. She is technically being compensated for now.  She would also be eligible for pension, which I am asking the treasurers to calculate for vestry approval in June.  *It should also be noted that Janis accepted a communications position at Grace - Kirkwood for 10 per week.

5. I have just begun to speak with lay leaders about organizing the various areas of Christian formation for the coming school year months.

6. The Rev. Susan Naylor and I met with the Stephen Ministers regarding their future.  Last month they approached us about disbanding since their care-receiver list was too low to justify monthly meetings.  I asked them to take the month to discuss, pray, and discern their wishes to continue or not.  They decided to discontinue the Stephen Ministry program but expressed a desire to work with the clergy to address shorter-term needs such as hospital and nursing home visits.  They are interested in forming a new pastoral care team with newer members.  We are meeting June 16 to discuss possibilities.

7. Rebecca Barger will be starting a discernment process for the diaconate.  We are in conversation with the diocese and The Commission on Ministry.  Rebecca and I will be selecting a discernment team for her first stage.

8. Parishioners gave $1,405.00 through the Priest Discretionary Fund towards flood relief in the Poplar Bluff area.  The Rev. Annette Joseph is the contact person at Holy Cross Episcopal Church.  The monies will be used mainly for food and housing relief.

9. My continuing education trips, including a personal days with family, are:

a. The TENS conference (5/30-6/9), Supply is Emory Washington

b. Preacher’s conference (7/22-8/1), Supply is Stephen Bergmann and ___.

10. Pastoral updates:

a. Ken Oliver’s funeral included a great deal of help from the parish.

b. Heidi Gioia’s uncle died.

c. Clayton and Darla Lee’s grandson, Christopher Lee, died suddenly. The committal service will be June 12 at 3p.m.

d. Yvette Bellingan’s shoulder surgery went well. Recovery will be several weeks.

e. Charlie Davis returned to church after abdominal surgery last month.
